Strongly leached soils occurring in Northwest Iberia contain high concentration of Al which may affect crop growth. Information regarding the extractability of Al and lime required to eliminate toxic Al species in the soil solution is scarce. In this context, the extractability of Al on these soils was determined using 1 M KCl, 0.33 M LaCl 3 and 0.5 M CuCl 2 . The effects of lime on the concentration and activity of Al species in soil solution, using the GEOCHEM program was also evaluated. Extractability of Al was in the order: 1 M KCl < 0.33 M LaCl 3 < 0.5 M CuCl 2 , with ranges from 0.7-3.3, 1.3-4.4, and 1.8-13.5 cmol c kg −1 , respectively. These values were positively correlated with cation exchange capacity and organic C, clay, Alo and Feo contents. Application of 6 t CaCO 3 ha −1 increased the total concentrations of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , and Na + ions in soil solution, whereas, application of 2 t CaCO 3 ha
Introduction
Soils developed under Mediterranean-type climate conditions show a wide range of geochemical characteristics associated with differences in total soil organic C (SOC) content [1, 2] and clay mineralogical composition [3] . This trend is observed in Portugal for soils developed on granites, which cover about 35% of the north-west and central parts of the country [4, 5] . In fact, soils developed in wetter areas (above 1500 mm precipitation) are strongly leached and show organic C-rich superficial horizons (30-80 C g kg −1 ) and variable contents of gibbsite in the clay fraction along soil profile: negligible in the surface and larger (up to 80%) in deeper horizons [6, 7] . In drier areas, soils are less leached and show low SOC content and gibbsite is absent.
Soil acidity originating from the hydrolysis of Al is one of the major constraints for crop growth [8] . Several chemical and biological reactions relating plant nutrient toxicity due to low pH conditions of the aqueous system (pH 5 and below) have been reported by Kamprath [9] and Dietzel et al. [10] . Such system may contain hydrolytic by-products, for instance, high concentrations of Al species of varied bioavailability and biotoxicity characteristics [11, 12] . At such acidic conditions, the monomeric species, mainly Al +3 , Al(OH) +2 , and Al(OH) 2 + , may predominantly form in soil solution, limiting crop growth [13, 14] . Their abundance (especially Al +3 ) may also be phytotoxic to several crops [15] [16] [17] [18] and forage species [19] . However, the yield-limiting effects of Al +3 for most crops may be alleviated or eliminated by liming [20, 21] . Liming the soil to a pH above 5.5 may lower the concentration of monomeric Al ions [22] [23] [24] . Although lime application has been advocated in many acidic soils to reduce Al concentration in soil solution, information regarding the adequate rate of liming is scarce for strongly leached soils developed under humid Mediterranean climate.
Several studies have also reported the contribution of SOC content to the formation of stable complexes of Al with humic and aliphatic organic acids to suppress detrimental 2 ISRN Soil Science effects of Al in soil solution on plants [25] [26] [27] . The evaluation of extractable Al using suitable methods is crucial to discriminate the inorganic and organically complexed forms of Al in soil. The extraction with 1 M KCl has been used as conventional method of estimating readily exchangeable Al in acid soils [28] [29] [30] . Nevertheless, other extractants (e.g., 0.33 M LaCl 3 and 0.5 M CuCl 2 ) have also been successfully used to determine Al associated with organic matter via ligand exchange reactions [31] [32] [33] . However, information regarding organic and inorganic forms of Al as well as on the use of extractants other than 1 M KCl is still scarce for strongly leached soils that contain high amounts of Al and SOC.
The information on the concentration and distribution of Al species and other ions in free, complex, pair, and chelate states in soil solution is crucial to assess the detrimental effects of Al in soil systems [34] [35] [36] [37] . The modified version by Parker et al. [38] of the GEOCHEM program developed by Sposito and Mattigod [39] has been widely used to predict equilibrium concentration and activities of ions in solution of many acid soils. However, it has not yet been used to differentiate Al species in strongly leached soils under humid Mediterranean conditions.
Having this in view, a study was conducted to gain deeper understanding regarding extractability Al and lime effects on its solubility in soils developed on granites, occurring under a wide range of mean annual precipitation. The specific objectives were (1) to determine the contents of extractable Al using 1 M KCl, 0.33 M LaCl 3 , and 0.5 M CuCl 2 extractants and evaluate their relationships with soil properties; (2) to assess the concentration of Al species and other ions in soil solution following lime application and speciate and calculate their respective activities in solution using the GEOCHEM program.
Materials and Methods

Study Soils.
Twenty-two surface and subsurface horizons from acidic soils developed on granite, situated at different sites from the north-west and central of Portugal, taking into account the mean annual precipitation (MAP), were used in the present study (Table 1) . According to the World Reference Soil Data Base System [40] , selected pedons correspond to several major soil groups: Umbrisols, Cambisols, Regosols, and Luvisols. The Umbrisols (pedons 1, 2, 3, and 4), Cambisols (pedons 5 and 6) and Regosols (pedons 9, 10, and 11) are located between 530 and 1520 m above sea level, having high MAP (1600-2800 mm), at slopes between 2 to 30% under forest, shrubland/forest, or shrubland/pasture. The Luvisols (Pedons 7 and 8) are under lower MAP (500-800 mm) than other soils and occur at low elevation (300-720 m) under cereal production. The mean annual temperature of the chosen sites varies between 10 and 16
• C. The site description and some chemical and mineralogical properties of selected horizons have been detailed elsewhere [3, 6] .
Chemical Analyses.
Soil samples were air dried, homogenized, and sieved (<2 mm) prior to laboratory determinations. Soil pH was determined on suspension of soil in water and 1 M KCl (1 : 2.5 ratio) after 1 h of intermittent shaking, using a pH meter (Metrohm 632). Soil total organic C content was determined by wet oxidation following the Springer and Klee method [41] . Clay content of the soil was determined by pipette analysis following dispersion method with sodium hexametaphosphate [42] . Cation exchange capacity was determined using continuous leaching of 5 g soil with 100 mL of 1 M NH 4 OAc buffered at pH 7 [43] . Basic cations (Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , and Na + ) from the leachate were measured using atomic absorption spectrophotometer (AAS).
Amorphous or poorly crystalline inorganic forms of aluminium (Al o ) and iron (Fe o ) were extracted by the acid ammonium oxalate and were determined using the methodology described by Blakemore et al. [44] . Crystalline forms of Fe (Fe d ) were extracted using dithionite-citrate-bicarbonate and were determined following the procedures described by Mehra and Jackson [45] . Organically complexed Al (Al p ) and Fe (Fe p ) were extracted by 0.1 M sodium pyrophosphate and were determined following the methods described by Blakemore et al. [44] . Al and Fe in the filtered extracts were measured using the AAS (Perkin Elmer Analyst 300) at 309 and 302 nm, respectively.
Readily exchangeable Al in the soil was extracted with 1 M KCl. This was performed by adding 50 mL of 1 M KCl to 5 g of soil in 100 mL plastic centrifuge tubes, and suspensions were shaken for 1 h, using a reciprocal shaker [46] . In addition, 0.33 M LaCl 3 and 0.5 M CuCl 2 were also used as alternative extractants for forms of Al associated with soil organic matter. This was done by adding 50 mL of 0.5 M CuCl 2 and 0.33 M LaCl 3 extractants to 5 g of soil in 100 mL plastic centrifuge tubes, and each suspension was shaken for 30 min. Suspensions were then centrifuged at 3,000 ×g for 10 min and filtered using a Whatman number 42 filter paper. Extractions were performed in triplicate for each soil sample. Al in the extracts was measured using AAS at 309 nm.
Lime Incubation.
Of the 22 studied soil horizons, nine surface horizons (of pedons 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, and 11) yielded a pH of 4.5-5.3 and a wide range of total organic C content (4-73 g kg −1 ) were selected for the lime incubation experiment in order to study its effects on the concentration and activity of Al and of other ions. For each soil, 100 g of air dried, 2 mm crushed soil (in duplicate) were placed in plastic bags. Reagent-grade CaCO 3 was added at 0, 1, 2, and 3 g kg −1 soil (equivalent to 0, 2, 4, and 6 t ha −1 ), which is the range commonly required for enhancing crop growth in many acid soils [20, 47] . The soil was rewetted to field capacity by adding the predetermined volume of distilled water, twice weekly [48] , within the incubation period of three months at laboratory room conditions. After three months of incubation, soils were air dried in the laboratory room for three days and then pulverized gently using mortar and pestle. 
Extraction of Soil Solution and Chemical Speciation.
Unlimed (control) and limed soils were rewetted with predetermined volume of distilled water at field capacity. Soil solution was extracted by packing the soil uniformly in a complex funnel containing Whatman number 542 filter paper. The solution was displaced slowly into Erlenmeyer flask, using a mechanical vacuum extractor [49] . Extracted solutions were then filtered by a 0.22 µm pore membrane. A subsample solution of 5 mL from the filtered extract was immediately taken and analyzed for pH and electrical conductivity (EC) using an pH (Metrohm 632) and conductivity (Metrohm 712) meters. The total concentration of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , Na + , Fe +3 , Al +3 , Zn +2 , Mn +2 , and Cu +2 ions in the filtered extracts from unlimed and limed soils was measured using the inductively coupled plasma atomic emission spectrometry (ICPAES). Phosphate (PO 4 −2 ) was determined by the molybdenum blue method [50, 51] and measured using a spectrophotometer (Unicam Spectronic) at 882 nm. Water soluble sulfate (SO 4 −2 ) was also determined from unlimed and limed filtered extracts, using the turbidimetric method [52] . This was done by adding 5 mL of 2.5% BaCl 2 and 0.5% polyvinyl alcohol mixture to an aliquot of filtered extract in 20 mL glass tube and shaken mechanically (2 rpm) for 30 min. SO 4 −2 in filtered extract was measured using a spectrophotometer (Unicam Spectronic) at 420 nm.
The values of pH and total concentration of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , Na + , Fe +3 , Al +3 , Zn +2 , Mn +2 , and Cu +2 ions in unlimed and limed soil solutions were entered into the modified geochemical speciation model by Parker et al. [38] of the GEOCHEM program [39] to calculate the activities of different free ions and soluble complexes.
Statistical Analysis.
Analyses of variance were done using Statistica 9 software [53] . The Tukey multiple range test was used to test differences between contents of extractable Al by various tests, concentrations, and activities of ions in the soil solution. The relationships between the amounts of Al in soil determined by different extractants and soil constituents were determined using correlation analysis. Table 3 . The content of Al extracted by KCl was the lowest (0.7-3.3 cmol c kg −1 ) followed by that of LaCl 3 (1.3-4.4 cmol c kg −1 ). The content of Al extracted by CuCl 2 (1.8-13.5 cmol c kg −1 ) was significantly higher than the others. The content of Al extracted by KCl was positively correlated with that of LaCl 3 and CuCl 2 (r = 0.76 and 0.88, P < 0.001, resp.), with correlation between the content of Al extracted by LaCl 3 and that of CuCl 2 , being weaker (r = 0.54, P < 0.01). In the surface horizons, correlations between the content of Al extracted by KCl with those of LaCl 3 and of CuCl 2 were r = 0.89 and 0.93, P < 0.001, respectively, and between the content of LaCl 3 and of CuCl 2 (r = 0.83, P < 0.01) being stronger than for whole horizons. In the subsurface horizons, significant correlation was only noted between the content of Al extracted by KCl and by CuCl 2 (r = 0.85, P < 0.001). This trend was in agreement with results reported by Barra et al. [54] for surface and subsurface horizons from a wide range of Brazilian soils of the Rio de Janeiro State.
Results and Discussion
The content of Al extracted by LaCl 3 was about one to three times more than that of KCl (see Table 3 ), indicating higher ability of LaCl 3 to extract Al than KCl, following trends reported by García-Rodeja et al. [33] for a wide range of European volcanic soils. This trend may be associated with the fact that the content of Al extracted by 0.33 M LaCl 3 presumably includes the portions of readily exchangeable Al and less hydroxylated as well as polymerized Al bound to the organic matter [24, 55] . Ritchie [31] also reported that the 0.33 M LaCl 3 may not only extract exchangeable form of Al but also interlayer Al and some organically bound forms of Al. In contrast, the lower contents of Al extracted by the 1 M KCl may be attributed to limited ability of this extractant to only extract readily exchangeable form of Al and not the reactive Al which is associated with organic matter [9, 56, 57] . The content of Al extracted by CuCl 2 was about two to five times more than that obtained by KCl and one to four times than that obtained by LaCl 3 [59] . This agrees with the fact that both Al extracted by CuCl 2 and difference between Al extracted by CuCl 2 and the KCl were strongly correlated with Alp content (r = 0.89 and 0.90, P < 0.001, resp.). High contents of Al extracted by CuCl 2 determined in organic C rich horizons were in agreement with the data reported by Barra et al. [54] for acidic Brazilian soils from Rio Janeiro State and by Matus et al. [60] for soils rich in organic C from Chile.
The strong ability of 0.5 M CuCl 2 to extract Al relative to that of 1 M KCl and 0.33 M LaCl 3 may also be associated with its acidic nature which may facilitate the depolymerization of Al-hydroxides [59, 60] . The strong complexing power of Cu +2 ion and its high affinity with the functional groups of soil organic matter as reported by Matus et al. [60] may also enhance the dissolution of Al from organo-Al complexes and from interlayer silicate minerals [56, 58] . In general, soils or horizons with low SOC content showed low amounts of Al extracted by CuCl 2 (1.8-4.1 cmol c kg −1 ). This behaviour was observed in the Ah and Bt horizons of pedons 7 and 8, and A/C horizon of pedon 11, where the lowest SOC content (3-8 g kg −1 ) and low values of CuCl 2 -LaCl 3 /CuCl 2 molar ratio (18.2-97.6) were observed (Table 2 ). However, in these horizons differences between the Al extracted by CuCl 2 and KCl were also marked, as the ratio between the Al extracted by CuCl 2 and KCl was within the range of other soils. This pattern suggests that the smaller amounts of Al extracted from these soils were also associated with either organically bound Al or some precipitated Al in the soil as reported by Ritchie [31] for acidic soils.
Extractable Al and Soil Properties.
The correlation coefficients between the content of Al determined by studied extractants and soil properties are shown in Table 4 . The contents of Al extracted by 1 M KCl and 0.5 M CuCl 2 were positively correlated with the values of CEC (r = 0.80 and 0.85, P < 0.001, resp.), correlation being stronger in the subsurface (r = 0.83, P < 0.01 and 0.96, P < 0.001, resp.) than in the surface (r = 0.80, P < 0.01 and 0.68, P < 0.05, resp.) horizons. The correlation observed between the content of Al extracted by 0.33 M LaCl 3 and values of CEC in the surface horizon was weaker (r = 0.66, P < 0.05). The positive correlation between the contents of Al determined by studied extractants and the CEC values suggest that the extracted Al in the study soils was strongly associated with the components responsible for the development of charge, particularly originating from Al-organo complexes [33] . For instance, the highest content of Al extracted by the KCl and CuCl 2 (3.3 and 13.50 cmol c kg −1 , resp.) obtained in the Ah2 horizon of pedon 1 coincided with the high CEC value (31.1 cmol c kg −1 ). This may be associated with the fact that a strong positive correlation between the values of CEC and SOC content (r = 0.81, P < 0.001) was observed, suggesting that high proportion of dissolved Al was associated with the organic matter. The contents of Al extracted by 1 M A strong positive correlation of SOC content with those of Al determined by studied extractants was also observed. For instance, positive correlations (r) of SOC content with those of Al extracted by the KCl, LaCl 3 , and CuCl 2 were observed in the surface horizons (0.83, P < 0.001; 0.72 and 0.79, P < 0.01, resp.), while in the subsurface horizons, the correlation was only observed for the content of Al extracted by the KCl and CuCl 2 (r = 0.68, P < 0.05 and 0.83, P < 0.001, resp.). The significant positive correlation between the content of Al extracted by CuCl 2 and that of SOC is in agreement with results reported by Barra et al. [54] , for a wide range of Brazilian soils from the Rio de Janeiro State.
Strong positive correlations between the values of the difference between the Al extracted by CuCl 2 and LaCl 3 and between Al extracted by CuCl 2 and KCl with the SOC content were observed (r = 0.70 and 0.69, P < 0.001, resp.), while that between values of the difference between the Al extracted by LaCl 3 and KCl and SOC was not significant, suggesting stronger association of Al bound to organic matter as extracted by 0.5 M CuCl 2 rather than by the 0.33 M LaCl 3 in the studied soils. In fact, the surface and subsurface horizons of Luvisols (pedons 7 and 8) and pedon 11 (Regosol) with low SOC content (3-27 g kg Tables 2 and 3 ). The greater accumulation of fulvic acids reported for subsurface horizons [61] may support such hypothesis. Therefore, extracted Al by the 0.5 M CuCl 2 may be dependent on the organic matter type and its degree of saturation by Al.
In the surface horizons, the content of Al extracted by 1 M KCl was strongly correlated with Alo and Alp contents (r = 0.74 and 0.85, P < 0.01-0.001, resp.), while the correlation in the subsurface horizons was only observed with Alp (r = 0.65, P < 0.05). Similar trend was obtained between the content of Al extracted by CuCl 2 , and Alo and Alp in the surface (r = 0.85 and 0.88, P < 0.01-0.001, resp.) and subsurface (r = 0.84 and 0.92, P < 0.01-0.001, resp.) horizons. Positive correlations of the content of Al extracted by 1 M KCl with Feo and Fep contents were also observed in both surface (r = 0.77 and 0.83, P < 0.05, resp.) and subsurface (r = 0.76 and 0.78, P < 0.05, resp.) horizons. There was also a positive correlation of the content of Al extracted by CuCl 2 with those of Feo and Fep in the surface (r = 0.71 and 0.75, P < 0.05, resp.) and subsurface (r = 0.86 and 0.90, P < 0.001, resp.) horizons.
Positive correlations of Al extracted by KCl and CuCl 2 with the aforementioned soil constituents suggest that different proportions of Al dissolved by each extractant may be associated with short-range ordered noncrystalline or amorphous Al oxides and Al layer silicates, and organically complexed forms of Al in studied soils [62] . In fact, the values of the Alo/Alp ratio in Luvisols and in some Umbrisols were less than 1, suggesting that high proportion of Al removed 8 ISRN Soil Science by studied extractants was associated with organic matter. However, this ratio was lesser compared to other studied soils (1.0-1.6).
Positive relationships of Alo, Alp, Feo, and Fep with the Al determined by used extractants suggest the essential role of Al and Fe constituents in the stabilization of SOC content in study soils [63, 64] . This process involved ligand exchange between mineral surface hydroxyl groups and negatively charged organic functional groups [65, 66] . The content of Al extracted by CuCl 2 in Luvisols accounted 36-69% of the Alp, while, in other soils rich in SOC, they were only 10-23%, suggesting that Al extracted by the CuCl 2 in the latter only represents a low proportion of that extracted by the pyrophosphate, which represents the forms of Al complexed with organic matter. Such low proportion may be associated with a high CuCl 2 -LaCl 3 /CuCl 2 molar ratio which was within the range reported by García-Rodeja et al. [33] , for organic horizons of European volcanic soils areas.
Total Concentration of Ions in Unlimed Soil and Lime
Effects. The differences in the total concentrations of basic and metallic ions in studied soil solutions as affected by the application of different rates of lime are shown in Tables  5 and 6 . The total concentrations of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , and Na + ions in unlimed soils ranged 25-157, 2-24, 625-4020, and 67-195 µM L −1 , respectively, and increased significantly to 67-962, 31-150, 172-24605, and 108-310 µM L −1 , respectively, after the addition of 6 t lime ha −1 (CaCO 3 ). The total K + ion concentration was significantly higher than the others, which may be associated with the clay and soil organic C contents, corroborating trends to those reported by Hamdan et al. [67] , for deeply weathered soils over granite from Peninsular Malaysia. The highest total concentrations of Ca +2 and K + ions were observed in the Ah horizon of pedon 7 (Luvisol) (962 and 24605 µM L −1 , resp.), while the highest total concentrations of Mg +2 and Na + ions were shown in the Ah horizon of pedon 11 (Regosol), with the application of 6 t lime ha −1 . The increase of Ca +2 ions in the soil solution may be partly attributed to the addition of Ca +2 from the liming agent, whereas the increase in Na + and K + and Mg +2 ions may be associated with the strong ability of Ca +2 to replace Mg +2 Na + and K + ions in the exchange complex. As a general trend, lime application increased the availability of basic cations which may be beneficial for crop use. However, in areas where soils are subjected to high precipitation conditions (i.e., in Umbrisols and Cambisols), these cations may be lost apparently due to leaching. The presence of these bases may not persist for long time as high rainfall conditions may easily subject them to eventually leach from these soils. Such conditions are evident on these soils showing low values of base cations (0.2-0.8 cmol c kg −1 ) and base saturation degree (0.5-4%) associated with rainy conditions (mean annual precipitation of 1600-2400 mm) [3] .
In unlimed soils, the total concentrations of Fe +3 (5- ions, they were not detected after the application of 2 t lime ha −1 . Such decrease of these ions may be associated with the increase in soil solution pH due to lime application. The decrease in the total concentration of Zn +2 and Cu +2 agrees with results reported by Nascimento [68] , for limed Brazilian soils. Shuman [69] also reported a decrease in the total concentrations of Zn +2 , Mn +2 , and Fe +3 ions with increasing rates of calcium containing lime. Raising the pH to >5 markedly reduces the total concentrations of Mn +2 and Fe +3 , corroborating trends reported by Shamshuddin and Auxtero [70] , for acid sulfate soils of Malaysia. The decrease in the SO 4 −2 and PO 4 −3 ligands in all studied soil solutions may be associated with the precipitation of these ligands with Ca +2 from the liming material (CaCO 3 ) applied.
Lime Effects on Soil Solution pH and Activities of Ions.
The solutions of unlimed soils showed strongly acidic conditions (pH 4.5-5.0). Application of 2 t lime ha −1 (CaCO 3 ) has resulted in an increase in pH of the studied solutions. The lowest soil solution pH (4.5) observed in the Ah horizon of pedon 10 (Regosol) was raised to pH 6.9. In other studied soil solutions (pH 4.6-5.0), the pH was raised between 6.0 and 6.8.
The activities of ions in soil solutions, as speciated using the GEOCHEM program, are shown in Table 7 . The activities of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , and Na + ions in unlimed soil solution ranged 32-133, 27-214, 30-187, and 108-313 µM L −1 , respectively. With the addition of 6 t lime ha −1 , the activities of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , and Na + ions significantly increased and ranged 74-588, 65-343, 1654-21750, and 200-2554 µM L −1 , respectively, suggesting increased availability of these cations. The high increase in the activities for Mg +2 and K + ions (588 and 21750 µM L −1 , resp.) was noted in the Ah horizons of pedon 7 (Luvisol) and in pedons 5 (Ah horizon) and 3 (Bt horizon), for Mg +2 and Na + ions (343 and 2554 µM L −1 , resp.), which conforms with the high sum of bases measured in these soils ( Table 2 ). The increase in the activities of Ca +2 and Mg +2 ions may be attributed to the addition CaCO 3 as liming agents, while the increase in the activities of Na + and K + ions may have been enhanced by the replacement of these ions with Ca +2 on the exchange complex. Such results associated with lime application may be related to improve availability of basic cations, making them more available for crop use. However, in soils like Umbrisols and Cambisols, with high prevailing annual precipitation conditions (1800-2400 mm), these cations may be easily lost by leaching [3] .
Unlimed soils showed that the activities of Al +3 , Mn +2 , and Zn +2 (15-418, 2-46, and 0.9-104 µM L −1 , resp.) were high compared to those of Fe +3 , Cu +2 , SO 4 −2 , and PO 4
ions which were less than detection limit by ICPEAS. The activities of free and soluble complexes of Al varied among fact, a study of Cameron et al. [72] showed a decreased in root growth of barley seedlings with >10 µM L −1 activity of Al.
With the application of increasing rates of lime, the activities of free and soluble complexes of Al in all studied solutions were markedly altered. In acid soils, the beneficial effects of liming are often largely associated with the inactivation of the Al present in the soil [73] . Our results showed that addition of 2 t lime ha −1 showed no measurable activities of Al +3 and Al soluble complexes. This is in agreement with the results of Pavan et al. [74] , who reported alteration of the distribution of Al species in Ultisols and Oxisols by 4 − , which is also in agreement with the findings of Liu et al. [35] , for acid natural waters and Vieira et al. [37] , for acidic soils. Calculated activities of soluble complexes of Al bound to inorganic ligands (AlSO 4 − and AlPO 4 − species) were also not detected after the addition of 2 t lime ha −1 , which may not pose toxic effects in soils [15, 75] . The low activity of AlPO 4 − species may be ascribed to its precipitated or poorly reversible form. This fact corroborates with the trends reported by Hairiah et al. [76] for acid soils. The capacity of CaCO 3 to increase pH of soil solution as reported by Kleber et al. [65] and therefore eliminating the detrimental effects Al +3 and Al soluble complexes is in agreement with the studies of Haynes [20] and Mokolobate and Haynes [21] , who reported that application of lime reduces the activities of metallic ions and may eliminate the yield-limiting effects of Al for most agronomic field crops. The activities of other ions (Fe +3 , Mn +2 , Zn +2 , Cu +2 , SO 4 −2 , and PO 4 −3 ) also decreased with increasing rates of lime application. Such decrease in the activities may be associated with increased soil solution pH. In fact, the activities of Mn +2 and Zn +2 ions showed significant negative correlations with soil solution pH (r = −0.75 and −0.35, P > 0.05, resp.). Positive correlation (r = 0.93, P > 0.05) of soil solution pH was stronger with the activities of Al +3 ions than with those of Fe +3 and Mn +2 ions (Figure 1 ). Application of 2 t lime ha −1 raised the pH above 5, and, at these conditions, no activities of Al +3 , Fe +3 , Cu +2 , SO 4 −2 , and PO 4 −3 ions were measurable. The reduced activity of Fe +3 ion may be due to precipitation as Fe(OH) 3 in soil solution [77] . There were also negligible activities of Mn +2 and Zn +2 ions when soil solution pH was raised above 6 after 2 t lime ha −1 application. The decrease in the activities of SO 4 −2 and PO 4 −3 ions below detection limit by ICPAES suggests that these anions may be less available for crop use in limed soils.
Conclusions
The distribution of Al determined by various extractants was in the order: 0.5 M CuCl 2 > 0.33 M LaCl 3 > 1 M KCl, ranged from 1.8-13.5, 1.3-4.4, and 0.7-3.0 cmol c kg −1 , respectively. These contents were positively correlated with the values of cation exchange capacity and contents of total organic C, clay, forms of amorphous and organically bound aluminium and iron in the surface horizons. Application of lime (6 t CaCO 3 ha −1 ) significantly increased the total concentrations and activities of Ca +2 , Mg +2 , K + , and Na + ions and significantly reduced those of free Fe +3 , Cu +2 , Mn +2 , Zn +2 , and Al +3 ions, and soluble complexes of Al in the soil solution. The activities of monomeric Al species were lower in Luvisols associated with low contents of soil organic C than other soils. Such activities exceed the levels corresponding to the toxicity threshold for Al but were reduced to negligible levels with the application of 2 t CaCO 3 ha −1 application. Future study may focus on the yield limiting effects of Al and the beneficial effects of lime in reducing the concentrations and activities of metallic ions of free Al and soluble complexes of Al in soil solution in some agronomic test crops grown on these soils.
